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General Convention will invite all to ‘grow’
BY BOB WILLIAMS

ENS: An invitation to "grow in all ways
into Christ" awaits participants in the
Episcopal Church's 75th General Convention,
set for June 13-21 in Columbus, Ohio. 

"A message for individuals, congregations
and the wider church is found in the theme
for the 75th General Convention," Presiding
Bishop Frank Griswold told members of the
Episcopal Church's Executive Council meet-
ing January 12 in Des Moines.

"The Church is constantly in the process
of becoming," Griswold said. "Together we
seek openness to this transforming work of
the Spirit."

The Presiding Bishop underscored his
point by quoting the French Jesuit scientist
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin: "For us God is
eternal discovery and eternal growth."

Griswold said the theme selection was
inspired by the New Testament text of
Ephesians 4:15, in which St. Paul calls
believers to seek full Christian maturity:
"…[S]peaking the truth in love, we must
grow up in every way into him who is the
head, into Christ."

Established in 1789 as the Episcopal Church's
chief legislative body, General Convention will
- throughout its Columbus meeting - encourage
reflection upon four thematic dimensions:
"Grow in the Spirit," "Grow in Love," "Grow in
Hope," "Grow in All Ways into Christ."

The theme statements support the wider
invitation "The Episcopal Church
Welcomes You: Come and Grow" - also the
focus of the churchwide visitors' website:
http://www.comeandgrow.org

In addition, the theme reminds the Church

of its ongoing work in evangelism, including
the "2020" movement that seeks to strengthen
hospitality and membership in local congre-
gations well into the next decade and beyond.

Convention liturgies, forums, banners and
digital presentations will reiterate the theme
throughout the nine-day meeting, during
which both the church's House of Bishops
and House of Deputies will be in session.
Deputies are more than 800 clergy and lay
representatives elected by each of the
Episcopal Church's 110 dioceses, which
also elect alternate deputies.

"My prayer for this Convention is that at
a moment of history when the world needs
Christ desperately, we will leave Columbus
with this part of the Body of Christ better
able to do mission and witness in Jesus'
name and on his behalf," said the Very Rev.
George L. W. Werner, president of the
House of Deputies.

"In Columbus we will bring together a core
group of 1,000 Episcopalians to think - every
day -- about mission and witness of Jesus
Christ," Werner said. "We will build fellow-
ship and koinonia through discussion, wor-
ship, singing, Bible study, building relation-
ships among participants from some 20 sover-
eign nations and speaking several languages."

Werner underscored the process of shared
learning and growing in understanding:
"With scripture, there's always more; with
God, there's always more," he said.

General Convention highlights will
include the June 18 election of the 26th
Presiding Bishop, who will succeed
Griswold with a nine-year term beginning
November 4, 2006. The churchwide nomi-

nating committee, elected by General
Convention in 2003, is expected to
announce candidates in late January.

Elections will also include balloting to
elect a successor to Werner as president of
the House of Deputies. His term will con-
clude with the adjournment of proceedings
in Columbus. Werner -- who has been a
deputy for 36 years, beginning at
Convention's 1970 meeting - was elected
president of the House in 2000.

Local host for the convention meeting is
the Diocese of Southern Ohio, based in
Cincinnati with nearly 30,000 baptized
members in 85 congregations. Leading the
diocese as ecclesiastical authority at this
time is the Rt. Rev. Kenneth L. Price Jr.,
who followed longtime Bishop Herbert
Thompson, who retired in 2005. More
information about the Diocese of Southern
Ohio is online at www.episcopal-dso.org.

"As we enter the year in which the 75th
General Convention of the Episcopal
Church will convene," said its executive
officer, the Rev. Dr. Gregory S. Straub, "I
am hopeful that our forthcoming gathering
will celebrate and strengthen the ties that
bind the church together at all its levels:
worshiper and parish; parish and diocese;
diocese and the Episcopal Church; and the
Episcopal church and the Anglican
Communion.

"I expect our debates to be prayerful,
thoughtful and respectful," Straub added.
"And I dream of a General Convention that
will be remembered as one from which
deputies left with enthusiasm and energy,
united in mission."

Ever since the discovery by Smith
and Cuvier that fossils could be used to
identify sedimentary strata and the first
edition of Charles Lyell's Principles of
Geology was published in 1830, it has
been clear that many once-living
species have become extinct and that
the layers of rock their fossils are pre-
served in were laid down not quickly in
connection with Noah's Flood but over
millions of years. This has posed a
problem for Jews and Christians
because the first chapter of the Book of
Genesis speaks of a creation of the uni-
verse in six days approximately 6,000
years ago.

Since then, Jews and Christians have
taken several positions on the discrep-
ancy: 

■ Genesis One is to be taken literal-
ly, and science is wrong about the age
of the universe

■ Science is right, and the six days
of creation should be considered not
24-hour days but six periods, each mil-

lions of years in length, so as to har-
monize Genesis with science, and

■ Science is right, and Genesis One
should not be taken as science at all but
as poetry or some other non-literal
form of writing expressing ideas such
as that God is the Source of all that is,
the grandeur of God, the order of the
natural world, the goodness and right-
ness of the natural world, the equality
of the sexes (man and woman are cre-
ated together on the sixth day), etc.

It seems to me that the poetical/theo-
logical option works best for people
who accept the basic validity of the
modern scientific approach. The liter-
alist option is not intellectually credi-
ble to many people. The harmonistic,
million-year day option may appear at
first to preserve the biblical account
and intellectual credibility, but it
breaks down on two points. It only
solves this one problem but does noth-
ing for the many other biblical verses
that are contradicted by science, and it

goes against the
clear intent of
the passage that
normal, 24-hour
days are to be
understood.

P e r h a p s
because of how
Genesis is divid-
ed into chapters,
sometimes peo-
ple when they
read Genesis

One do not read the conclusion of the
(First) Creation Account in Gen. 2:1-
4a: “And on the seventh day God fin-
ished his work which he had done, and
he rested on the seventh day from all
his work which he had done. So God
blessed the seventh day and hallowed
it, because on it God rested from all his
work which he had done in creation”
(Gen. 2:2-3). 

We know what the seventh day on
which God rested and which God
made holy is. It is the Sabbath. And the
Sabbath is a known quantity: sundown
Friday to sundown Saturday, 24 hours.
It has always been this (a 24-hour peri-
od every seven days). The Bible is say-
ing here that the Sabbath the Jewish
people observe is not an arbitrary
human convention but of divine com-

mandment and built into the funda-
mental structure of the universe, God
Himself having observed the first
Sabbath.  

Since the seventh day of Creation
(the Sabbath) is a 24-hour period, it is
only reasonable that the six earlier days
were also 24-hour periods. Also, the
Sabbath does not come around every
seventh million-year day; it comes after
six normal-length days (once a week).
Having the six be millions of years long
prevents Genesis from establishing the
pattern of six days of work followed by
the sacred day of rest.  If the seventh
day on which God rested is the
Sabbath, then clearly the six days are
the six days of the week that precede it.

So my conclusion that the harmonis-
tic approach, while it might be a com-
fortable position, is untenable because it
does violence to the text's clear inten-
tion. Thus the poetical/theological inter-
pretation that does not try to harmonize
the Bible with science is the best
approach for the non-fundamentalist.

The Rev. William G. Gartig will answer
your questions about the Bible,

Episcopal life and other religious sub-
jects. Send questions to 2146 Cameron
Ave. Apt. 5, Cincinnati, OH 45212-3631
or at gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

THE REV.
WILLIAM G.
GARTIG

S C H O L A R ’ S  C O R N E R
I know that science says the universe is very old, but the

Bible speaks of a six-day creation in 4004 BC (or something
like that). Should we try to harmonize the two by saying the
Days of Creation were each millions of years long? (I've heard
many people say this.) Or should we just swallow hard and
admit that Genesis is wrong about the age of the universe?
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